
Paul Heaton:
a biography
As Paul and ex Beautiful South bandmate  Jacqui Abbot tour the
UK, we look at his life, his loves and his passion for Hull...



Paul from the start

Paul has been loved in Hull from the beginning. Forming 
both The Housemartins and The Beautiful South in the city, he is one of Hull’s most 
famous frontmen.

And he loves us too. Paul sings our praises wherever he can, in national newspapers, 
even with one of The Housemartins album titles ‘Hull 4 London 0’.

So now we sing his praises, as he and Jacqui Abbots tour the UK, you can read all 
about the bands, his life and his lasting loving of Hull...



The
Housemartins

Known as “the fourth best band in Hull”, The Housemartins were formed in the city in 
1983 by Paul and band mate Stan Cullimore.

Known as P.D Heaton during his time in the band, the majority of songs were a reflection 
of his beliefs. This included his views on Marxism and Christianity, which influenced 
their album titled London 0 Hull 4.

Their first big hit was single Happy Hour, which reached number three in the UK chart. 
They followed this with Caravan of Love, a cover that gained them the number one spot.

Members of The Housemartins included Paul himself, Dave Hemmingway, Ted Key, 
Chris Lang and Hugh Whitaker.
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The Beautiful
South
The Beautiful South formed in 1988 after The Housemartins disbanded.  Described as an English 
pop/ rock group, they achieved amazing success after being created in Hull.

Formed by Paul and ex-Housemartin Dave Hemmingway, the band has sold over 15 million records 
all over the World.

They released several number one albums, including Carry on up the Charts, which reached
Christmas number one. The 1996 album Blue is the Colour sold over one million copies. However, 
they only managed one number one single with song A Little Time reaching the top spot in 1990.

The Beautiful South split up in 2007 because of what they called musical similarities.
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Paul’s drinking battle
Paul has suffered many times
throughout his life with drinking
problems. 

This problem is reflected in some of the 
hard-hitting lyrics in his songs, especially 
during his time in The Beautiful South, 
when his problem reached its peak.

“I felt the way I was drinking was a bit of a 
downhill slide,” said Paul.

“Personally I thought I was untouchable 
by drink, I now know different.”

Although owning a pub in Salford named 
the Kings Arms, Paul now only drinks low
alcohol beer.
 
“I realised the reason I drank was because 
I like being in a pub,” he said.

“I don’t consider myself an alcoholic, I’m 
someone who gave up alcohol because it 
was making choices for me that I should 
have been making. The best thing is 
knowing I’ve got a clear future,
healthwise.”

“I felt the way I was 
drinking was a bit of a 
downhill slide”

After moving to Hull in 1983, Paul fell in love with the city, and ended up staying for 
over 19 years.

“I arrived in Hull by accident,” Paul said, “but it really is an amazing place.”  Him and 
his friend arrived in Hull after deciding they wanted to move, and his friend decided he 
wanted to live by the seaside. So they stopped off in Hull, and never left.

Both The Housemartins and The Beautiful South were born in Hull, specifically in the 
Grafton Hotel, which he named one of their songs after, ‘The rise of Grafton Street’. The 
first gig he played was at Hull University, and has recently returned to play at
The Adelphi.

Though he now lives in Manchester, Paul said that: “Hull is where my heart lies. Hull has 
something really special about it, it has an end of line humour as if it thinks no one is 
watching or there is nobody to impress.”

His love of Hull
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